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~ JOHN M~N~EI/~ settlirig L~ 
Lv] , fancYlng, hlmself 00 be a .... :>. 

iu itive from justice,..,' recalls how 
, Iter ,Kelly \set'tl~d 'cedar Grove 
a the m outh of' ~elly~:s , Creek in 
Kanawha. Oounty: ,did the same . 
hing, Rumor was ' h,~ had , killed a 

man in Nortrh :" Caf'o1in~ "and' fled ; 
'n 0 the wilderne'ss ,~, to get' away. , 

\ \ . 'I , • 

Buckhannon .was:: ~et,t\ed ' by the ' 
vo Pringle brothers ', ' who. were I 

army deserters :6rOtql Fort Pitt. It 
, er pays to trace , {)~e's family 

ck 00 goshawfully far, does it. 
of cahootas, come to .. 
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• • 

• 
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mouth of Knap-ps 
d a cahin ,010 "he- ._ 

Greenbrier River Ubsiei 
they fell out in an 
r ligion and one of 
into a holl.ow tree. 

Sewell later moved some 40 IDLlLe&: 

west where Indians killed him. His ~'1x)r~ 
fame is k-ept alive in the Big S~ 
well Mountain rang-e which bears 
his n'me. Big Sewell Mountain Levels. 
in Fayette County is the highest fugitive 
point on the Midland Trail (U. S. Walter 4 ...... 1 

RO'Jte 60)" Sewell was killed in 'at the n .... . 

SefJ.t-ember, 177'6. I Kanawha 
When Sewell and Marlin settl-ed thing. 

at present ,day Marlinton they es- ' man in 
tablished the oldest ~~ttlement on into the 
western water,s in West, Virginia, Buckh 

Wh-en Pocahontas was formed two 
Hunbers~ine was made' the county army U't:~)~ 
seat. 'Thither came hunters to trade I .never 
pelts, sell ginseng, and other I back too 
things. Since this trading post was I lMore of 
the rendezvous of 'hunter:s the place : morrow. 
naturally was giyen the name of L 
Huntersville. Over 6.0 years ago the 'j 
'ollnty seat of justice wa.s trans-, 

f n d to 'Marlinton wh re it is t 
th's day, ' 
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t .b 0 $ e 
abc)Ut the 

John Me· 
h d :.log 
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Lamb 
au'C Beard 
the dau~h

Beard. 
to!n to this 

J ane 
having 

h had a 

'ear -cap ill 

EVEN 
went to war 
such me<ticine. 
rus P. ' Bryan. 
Hills bor,o will be 
stories their ""'Ilnl' P81'en1~ ""WAI, 

them about this man of mercy. 
There's where he returned to 
practice his proies.clion in 1873. Dr. 
!Br .an was a graduate of the Jef
ferson Medical College in the class 
of 1855. , 

During the ,ar Dr. Bryan 
dr pped,hi i ilian practice and 

. r.v d as a soldier a longside }W, 
!eli{)W irginian. He was with the 
Bath Coun y, Va., Ca alry . He 
ac d a s rgeon ' of e military 
pta Warm S. rings, a ., io. e 
tall an -in er f 1862. Fr J 
1 1~ 0 Apri 5, 1865 he sa 
:in e H U! Q Buro' e . t e 
o \'e h us 0 e \ . gi 'a :\.s-

mbl' . ' 

\\,11.\ • II. 1 
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Tllen 
isla-

semhly. 

then WHAT OF THE 
man - Pocahonta.s during' the Civll War?-
like I Well, to start Qut with, there. jU$t .!~..,:"-
lly weren't 'lnany of them ' 

f;l~: ' 'One I know about was the Rev. 
I d George Preston Moore. His t)arents 
-e . were both born in Pocahontas but 

. died- in Iowa, where the · tall corn 
ory I gmw9, to hear Iowans tell it. Rev-

. his erend Moore . was twice married. 
on.s. His sec-ond wife was born J'une 30, .' 

1844 ,and her marriage .anniversary . 
, was ,the day o~ her birth, in 186·5. . 

man She .. , was Ruth J. Gay. His first 
my wife was Eliza,beth M. Poage. l 

!'Orne Reve.rend Moore was not one to 
hsti- galivant ' about. All his life was 
~ei~ ~pent· within , a quarter of a m11e of 

where ' :he was ' born.. He did not 
aw j take part in the , Civil ' War but ·. did 

~ . on I ·act as quarterm.a.st~r agent at ' 
Edr.ay. He was .. chQsen .Ito many 

ne t public ' offices by his fellow citiZlef.l,s 
of Pocahontas. L0ng was be POSlt- ' 
master at J Edray and f or some 
t' c 11~ was justice of th p a . 
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he married Martha 
I"~m"n of Welsh anc~

born in Wales in 
of Franklin Andrew Renick. .U 
man had Pocahontas connections.. His aec:orad wife 

1844 and her I[AnKEN;~lo;:lh:e:::"~~~::~~~1!!i~1j1i~1i~;!~~i!~ back to Little Levels - was the day of her 
~1oNecJ built a log meet- \ <J<! the first of J·uly, 1862, this man She was Ruth J. 

house of worship. had to enter the ConIederate Army wire was Elizabeth M::-F'Oiie: 
tlle White Pole or ~utrnit a , su;b~titute. For some Reverend Moore was 

one of the earliest r eason he elected to hire a ~ubsti- galivant about. AU his 
of tile AJleghanies; I tu te in hig ~tead. N{)t all men spent within a quarter 

\" ry old t. . lI'elis.h the .field, you kn{)w. Then it where 'he was born. 
. Andrew Le~'s 1 <:ame to pass the substitute law I take part in the Civil wl~lbi 

(ought in the P{)ipt ' was repealed. ·act as quartermaster 
While McNee, IVas Result of ·this .emergency action Edray. He was chosen to 

P{)int Pleasant cam- 01 the ·Confederate government public offices by his fellow 
child died. Alone was that, in April, 18&4,. this man of Pocahontas. Long was be 

Ir~~~~ Mr.s . .Tohn Mc- ' Reni~k .had to go to warln person'

l 
master at Edray and for 

I. Davis, fashion- r ThIS. It was tha~ Franklin. An~W time tie was justice of the 
coI!in, dug a grave, Reruck found hllnsel! tW{) snldiers 

babe herself. in one service; Company "E", 114th -
~sb<lI'o in Pocahontas Virginia Cavalry. So he served un-

cemetery where Mr. til the drums of war ceased to 
McNeel are bw:ied. " thvob and the flags of ba~t1e were 

Charles arid Ed- I .furled. But 'fale caught up with 
and their wives and , him aod the real Franklin Andrew 

of the big Shawnee j ~eniFk wa.s captured as a prisoner 
Pleasant. One of" of war on Sept. 9, 1864. 

plan to go to Hills- ' I He ' was carted' off to . Camp 
a bit. Chase, . Ohio, __ where he was con

n fined uatll iMarch L7, Ul6S. Then it 
settling Little I' wa.s !ha.t.:Jlie , ravages of disease 

himself to be a and slar:.~ti:on compelled him to 
I j;~~~e, recalls how take tlie da,lh of allegfanee. He wa.s 
Is Cedar Grove . relea~d : and sent home, just about 

Kelly's Creek in half dead. He ;!aw much of the 
did' the same corruption that. oblalned in that 

he had killed a awful prisop. H~ used to tell how .. 
Catalina and fled ' . he ' saw federal c government food, 

to get away. . <lnd medicines that :vere n:ver al-
as settled by the lowed to rea'en thelT ' destination. 

who were He saw how f,ederal officers c{)uld 
!ran Fort P itt. It 'be bribed into letting prisooers 

one's family escape for a price, or have iheir 
p;lrcUy far does it? excl1ange expediled just for a come to~ handful of Silver, . 

It was his opinion that letting 
the men ~tarve and perisUl from 
d isease was the best way of get-
Unll r id of the unforlunate wr·ctches 
there confined Iby the Wa&hinglKl n 

OV rnm nt. He was bitler '<Ill gaul 
(JV r th whol thing, ood who 

kI bl ml' him'! 
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ANOTHE,& EARLY 
in Pocahontas was Col. 
N~. He was -- the , 
settler at what was 
Little Le~eJ.s. He was 
Winchester, Va., but 
Cumberland VaHey in 
There he got into a fight 
other fellow and thpught 
killed his antagonist. Result was he , the Cll,u,,: 

hit the trail, coullting himself a I tas elected 
. fugitive from justice. . ' 1872' for a f<lur 

One day h~ c~me to . Llttle they sent him to .~~ 
Levels in about the year 17<65. ture first a~s~~a~t~;:~ 
While 'hunting he came up'on two I as a sta,te, t) 

white frontiersmen, ·Charle.s and , his (leighbors ,'coIll""',1 
J ames 'Kennison, in' searcq of a ' one can f~:~~~~'l 
spot to settle. From them MoNeeli raised .:and 
le,arned that the man . f e ' hadl dark. He was 
fought was not .. dead, nor was he, erate veteran wrr.en 
injur ed overly much. He went 'back! ; him from his lat>Qr.S. 
east of toe.I}10untairis with uhe Ken-I ' 
nisons. There he ·.married 1VIai!'tha" HARKEN to the 
Davis, a woman ' of W:~lsh ance~- I of Franklin Andrew 
trY. having been born In Wales · m \ man h'ad Poc, ' ah<mt,~ 
1'74.'3. .: 1_ _. _.. • 

They came back to Little .Lev,els , Or. the first of July, 
a d there MoNee1 .built a log me~t- : \ 'h~d to enter the \...uu 
n. ouse as a house of . worsl11p. or sutmit a SU.I).'i 
r N' S 'all d th e White ~ole r son h Ibcted 

ii, ing on f th ar~. £It tut in hi!'! tead. 
1 1 r th All ham ; I a.' li s.h th Ii ld, 'ou 

y ld t. nm t pa s the 
In I 0.1' \II V r paled. 

i til lilt I this .mtl 

III M ILl J tfuh ~~~~ 



"lIt'lI he was 
Idl ... l "ltl1 sav8jle 

to that tf t. 
F\:lrahontas to 
0[( but F\:lca

h r>py 0 \ ' r i t 
:l t Qu' n 

10 1 1m t 
ni,l-t.l1~ 21-

lime 
. d. To-

n i sons. he man 
Da vis . a wom an 
try. hu vin,g' beec bOIn 
1'743. . 

They cam e back 
and there MoNeel. 
ing hOllse as a huw.tl 
It was calle<! the 
Church, being one ' h P '" 

churches west of the. 
ma ybe the very oldle.sl;.~ 

McNeel jo~ned 
Army and fought in' the 
[,leasant · battle. While McNeel 

name -away on the P oint P1ea,sant cam- · 
paign his infant child died. Aione 

, iIn. the wildernesSi, Mrs: John Mc- I 

settle in Neel, nee, M~tha Davis ; ' fashion
Jacob ed a 'cl'udecoffin, du.g a grave; 

~o:m~ ' miles 
m. His 

Se-

and bur ied , her babe herself. . 
H ard by Hillsboro in P o'cahontas 

is the quaint cemetery. where' Mr; 
and ,Mrs. J ohn McNe.el are buried. 
There, 00·0, lie Charles · arid Ed-, 
ward I¥nnison and their wives and 
other her oes of the 'bi.g Shqwnee 
battle 'at P oint Pleasant. One of 
C-OO's days I plan ·to go to Hills- ' 
boro to roam a bit. 

J HN McNEEL'S settlirig LitUe 
L -vel , fancying himself to be a 
lug' lve fr m justice, recalls how 

nlter K l1y ttl d Ce<!a:r Gl ~ 
oulh {I Ily' l" 

unty dld th s m 
n OJ' \'i l' h' h d killc 

II lin \ II n 
\' 

ot the 
was that, in 
Renick .had to 
This it was 
Renick found 
in one service. 
Virginia Clllvali 
til the <ln1cn!I 
throb and the 
furled. But 
him and th~ 

I Renick wa:!J.A:lg 
of war on 

I He ' was 
Chase, Ohio . 

I fined tr:ltil 
i was t a 

and stan~lt.i.onl 
t -e the 
r ea 
h. f 





d\ ,1 /;jUJU )UUQ.. tl'lo RoJ1GovqrLo 1O.clJeS as to !lOW such 
P I' got In U10 w" .. all onf> grant lellSon 1:or Pacuhan

Qr ivl1L'~ IUll'P- tns ,1)00..,10, never to wandel' from their 
nn.tni d.W at own flrcslde, even Jf It Is but a ,hole 

poll the ofIleo In t Ile wall, 
ell AS proper . " , p 

asU O. Sharp, There Is a local tradlt)an. that a 
ounty agent, paymastel' ot one Ohio, regiment, in I 

~vclY met the ' the excitement of tbe Battle of Droop \ 
' on Droop ' Mountafn absconded with the monthly 

" . 
lIP to be pa- paYl'o!) ot l~s regiment, and bid the ' 
lei they tell money ,in Steph~ns Hole until he . 
to COJllpnnr could come bac.k and safely carry it 

'" away. J I n eyei·. could jjnd out , how 
the' .news . leaked, out. It that Yari-' 

Droop wns kee did ,hide t h e. money ' far back in ~ .', 
end of this the ,hole, all I ' can say ' he waS' built ,- .. appearance 
. "crouching pn slill'\mer lines than this editor, as I 

t th l!:ot stuck in the nan,o'I( , place the l~st 
try 0 0 time .r, craWled there, for to .explore. " 
~~~. b;~~ . Some ' years , '!,lg,O a ' most interesting ! 
cords of 'and . ~!\luabl<,~':l}istoH r,eading.,' book 

out 1775', came ·inco my Jl,ands. ,In.it is record- i,' 

e to one ~d ~oll1et9!l1g., ~bciilt:' 1!- ' cari# -bag gOY;- . . 
'.ho jived emor 'of ,E,l. "' ~,9~lthel'lj ' ~tate during the , ' :, 

• 

th(lt day, recanS~~~~jon 'tlme~ '; " I'\> ,ba:d' : actar" , jl1._ :., '\. " ' . ' 
and Au-. famou.s, l among , at.her ~ ~l~jngs, :for hs,v- " ~ _ >. . 

lng run 0:(1" "'i~n a"1110pthly payroll ' Qf ' ~ . ' , ' 
the Ohio l'egil11~n'f':~ar :"'h1ch' he · \vas ' l: . ~ .. , f \ ' 
tile ,\?a,y aff1cej;. lSome ot ' tl~ese" tinl!'S ,'; ' " ", , ' ' 

, ~ , "r J , { 

terest- through idle: . curio.s.l,ty, I ,' 'will try to " ,,' 
ij) um check up to spe W·the ' loCal"!ale.'and ",. ", 

" "f \ " ,"I: . 01.' ) " 

ch e record o!, the boa~ ,ca,n, qe connected • . ' ' •. ,,- ~ . 
care to earby Stepllens .Hole. ', is the l?,ridg;-, ,';" 

Also er Mountaln. TIle predol11inatJ,n~ peak~ 
ba&u ot. ot BridgeI' firc the Pinnacle and, the 

I 51\' go. Her 1n the Gap the', Bri'CIger 
o , J ames and John. ,were WI\,'-

1~1JllI1 d murder d by Indlans ill 1784, 
'ere on lumr wily from the 
home on Or enbl'l r River to 

l Il lnt. Th r I antI" 
t but r tlll 
7 11 pteI' 

6GIn~ 
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)\:fJ.,; ~~.I:'H,~ITY ~~·llog" , wlth~:; i~~~r~~agpum c1 

plant§;,~~!t!~~~].1ke \"rl 

h 1 i ,.:t ·d ' ' .{.o "l· ' t \1 ~.~~~~(.1t.~~;~r:f,:f~T e ad es u.t~ng~~)'~~9,ftf~:::~:~ ,0 ' 
Ptia " ,Qll11d in ~the damp:, l"n'uc l:\:"i!l\,;'~~f'Also \ E i:i~i'!i "" :;,j n~.t, . ,,, ; ""~,~:~ ,.~~r;:'i:!~~~~~ 

';Mountaln.'lis,.-the~'/~ldeiDQ~itrll,', \of., \ ,1 
/. . . , <, iJi~,~ ' / ~.\.),. "t',:, \,' . 

,,~_~~d~tone,~! white'''.'j ~~9i~P,;:,\f.ll;l~;,,~· j 
sandstone " '~~:',Ii lge(f,"l~a,..\,~: 

ching ( ·,tQ';~'~f~';~I /"'''~ , ~ " 'J, -' 
tai,n~().n~~~~~be{;~~Qt\th~ '~nd to, ·'i~_~~ ... 
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-By SHIRLEY DONNELLY 
Yesterday .r J.eft · off with the 

prOJnise that today you would get 
some Civil War stories to read in 
this coJ.LHnn. . 

The biggest battIe ' of the war in 
West Virginia was f,ought at Droop 
~!ountain on Nov. 6, 1863. This 

.: ... ,."Wi ba tUe r esulled in 
',",{[!; the r ·etreat 0 f 

the 0mfederates 
. who were gH~at
Iy outnumbered 
in the six-th 0 '\l r 
stvuggle.. N 0-, . 
where , between 
the tide - wa$he.d 
sh~r.es of old 'rdr
giaia and the 
rock-rilYbed ;re

gions of the -Allegh.arues were there 
to be found more loyal~putherners. 
To this day the county iSi tlver-

'helmingly Democratic. 
Capt. D. A. Stofer musvere4 a 

;UJlJ~;any of Confederates at Hunt
._"ille and it was subsequ.en~ly 

ed to the 31st Virginia . In
fBn!.r..r Eggime.nt, _r he_..fu.:st 

-
HUGH P. l\lcGLAUGRLL ... wa.s 

born in Highland Co. Va.. ....ull.. 
1, 1843. His family mo"ed to Po
<:~1ontas when this lad was but 
mne. Came the C,\lil War a nd 
the 18-year-old entist.<.-d in C<=>. "I" 
25th Virginia Infanlry. 'I'hrough~ 
ou t the war he serv,,'<i till' Con
!edera·cy. He wal' ~'apturNl and 
taken first to Point Lookout. 8l\Q. 
from there to Elmira, N. 'i. 

Re had one brother In the ser
vice who was also tnk('n IlrlsonH 
of war. This unfortunate brother 
died of scurvy in the Elmira 
pri.soner-of-war camp. He died 
Nov. 11, 18&4. After the WQl"S 
close, Hugh McGlaughlin came 
'hack to his home in the hill coun
·try of Pocahontas and went. to 
farming up there close to Runt.eTs
ville. 

• 

WHEN HE WAS 30 years old. 
Daniel A. Stofer moved to Poca
hontas. He hailed from Au.gusta 
Co., Va., where !he was bom at 

• 

Middlebrook on May 5, ~1. '};le 
.. _ - . 0 , _ _ ;" +he 



HER EARLY COMER to 
tas was J acob Warwick. 

he lived" was the part of 
unty that js now included 

ocshont8.9. He had a whole 
Negro slaves. One slave 

wn as HOld Ben" and he 
ran the Warwick farm 
8 was calle;<! the Clover. 
1. 

. when Warwick and "Old 
e out salting cattle on 
they were ambushed by 

. Wa rwiok's horse was 
men beat it to the house 
d there in safety. Then 
t tiJe rest of the slaves 
ef<Jge in the ltiUs until 
of the rrdslrins had 

'clc didn't stop until 
Kksoos River in Vi.r-

. . 
CIVIL WAR in 1851 

had , to be \ done · •. 
tf records becaUse I 
Pocahontas w;"tijd I 

th of the contenqdng I 
county seat was at ' 
aDd \V"illiam Curr.y .f 
!!l a dual status ~ '1 

aDd circuit ch!rk. He ~ 
a:."lkees were comimg 
e annies of a1l.ens 
at anylbing. So di,d :'1 
::rI. who ordered ' 
get a move on and' 

ret'lll'ds where 

-By SIDRLEY DOM\'ELLY 
Y~terday I left ' off with the 

PI'Om.J.S~ ~at today you would get 
sO!J1e CIVll War stories to read in 
this column. 

Th-e biggest battle of the war in 
West Virginia was fuught at Droop 
Mountain on Nov. 6. 1863. This 

battle reruIled in 
the retreat 0 f 
the Confederates 
who were great
ly outnumbered 
in the six-c 0 \l r 
struggle. No
where. between 
th~ tide - w~eIt 
shores of old V.r
'gh.lia and fhe 
rock-ri]j!Jed re-

I gums of Alleg:!,a.ni"s were there 

HUGH 
born . 
1 1~~ . Co .. 

• -- lamily ":~~~~.~\1 c~ontas When this ' 
rune. Came the Civil. 
the 18-year-old enlist.ed In 
25th Virginia Infantry. -..,..~ ~ 
Qui the war he senc 
!edera-cy. He was c~;: 
taken first to Point 1 
!rem the'e to Elmira 

. He had one brother'la 
V1C'e '\\-mo was aa~l&o¥t::;f'l of war. This ~ • 
died 0/ scIIl'vl' 
prisoner«.war 
Nov. 
close. 
back to 
,try 0/ 
fannins IIrP 
ville. to be f/lund more loyal~outherners. 

T·o this day the county 1& over- WHEN HE 
whelmingly Democratic. 

Capt. D. A. Stofer mustere.d a Daniel A. Stofer 
cOIl1l,any of Confederates at Hunt- ihontas. He hailed 
ersville and it ' was subsequently i Co., Va., ""h"re he '._111 
attached to the 31st Virgini·a . In- I~-
fantry Regiment. The first com-. Middlebrook on May 
pa.ny of volunteers m Pocahontas . signed up for service 
was tbat of Capt. Arndrew G. M:c- with Mexico and 
Nee!. It was organized at Little 1 Gen. Zaoo'ary ("Old 
Levels.·' This was, early in the " ;Ready") TaYlor!~;;~~ 
sprmg ·of 1861' when the first news come our 12th 
of the war was . h.eard in Po.cah'on- volunteered in 1846 
tas. That ' first company was di'l' ·jean War service. 
banded that Tall , becaus~ arms When the Civil ' w~,,1 
failed to reach them. Arms were h~ volunteered in 
shipped from 'Ricl1mond ''but were native state of 
copped , off somewhere <!long the Ihisbrothers j~=~ 
ro~te . m y, too. One I 

Third company of Pocahontas iei A. Stofer was 
volunteers to line up was tbe one at the right time-
commanded by Captain Arboga9t j commi.9sioned a c~= 
oC Grecnbook, up there .... 'here tlle This intrepid s' 
tlR MlronornJcal ar is today being five . parate wounds 
r cloo (0 listen to th music Of 1 kirl1li h, aU five 

.ph . Arbogast's omp ny flict(!d in Ie s than one 
It eh to the lUst VU" ini 1 ut! n wound was 
y I € nl . np l il l -bo· two II e In hi.9 bre~ 

h v n n lh is left lei. 
pro t<d I III e It 

~::tmr11' P t' h n 
f Lt. H • 


